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Indiana River Friendly Farmer Award  

The Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation 

Districts (IASWCD) seeks nominations for the 2010 River 

Friendly Farmer Award . The state recognition honors 

farmers, who through good production management, help 

keep Indianaõs rivers, lakes and streams environmentally 

healthy and clean.  

Award winners will be honored at a ceremony this year at 

the Indiana State Fair on Farmers Day, Wednesday, 

August 18, at 2 p.m. They also will receive tickets to the 

fair, one RFF shirt per award winner, and an aluminum 

sign to hang outdoors signifying they are a River Friendly Farmer Award 

Farm .  Over 480 farmers from across the state have been honored with this 

award since it was first presented in 2000.  

River Friendly Farmer Program Goals  

To publicly recognize and reward farmers who do an excellent job of managing 

their farms in an economically and environmentally sound way that protects 

and improves Indianaõs soil and water resources for future generations. 

To publicize and promote best management farming practices that help 

improve water quality while maintaining and improving the economic viability 

of Hoosier agriculture.  

To inform the general public about sound contributions farmers make to protect 

and improve our soil, water and related natural resources.  

To further demonstrate the commitment to Indiana natural resources 

conservation by our award sponsors:  

Å Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the stateõs 

92 county SWCDs; Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc.; the Indiana State Department of 

Agriculture Division of Soil Conservation; Purdue Cooperative Extension 

Service; and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.  

How to Participate  

The River Friendly Farmer award application is available online at the 

IASWCD Web site at www.iaswcd.org .  Click on District Tools / Resources 

then IASWCD Awards and follow the link to the RFF award information . 

 

Each county Soil and Water Conservation District may nominate up to two 

farmers from their county for the River Friendly Farmer Award annually. 

Completed forms should be turned into the Decatur County SWCD office by 

June 7th, 2010.  

http://www.iaswcd.org/district_tools/RFF/rffpage.html
http://www.iaswcd.org/district_tools/RFF/rffpage.html


Governor Daniels declares April 25 - May 2  

Soil and Water Stewardship Week  
The Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts  (IASWCD) and Governor 

Mitch Daniels encourage Hoosiers to think about your personal responsibility to be good 

stewards of our natural resources during Stewardship Week.  

Governor Daniels has proclaimed April 25 to May 2, 2010 as Stewardship Week.  Nationally, 

this marks the 55th year for the stewardship week festivities. The 2010 Stewardship Week is 

themed Conservation Habits = Healthy Habitats encouraging citizens, schools and communities 

to develop and maintain habitat areas using good conservation practices.  

Soil and Water Stewardship Week Proclamation  

Whereas , fertile soil and clean water provides the residents of Indiana with our daily 

sustenance, and 

Whereas , effective conservation practices have, and will continue to be, essential in providing 

us with a healthy standard of living, and  

Whereas , our security depends upon vigorous soil and clean water, and  

Whereas , stewardship calls for each person to conserve these precious resources, and  

Whereas , the Indiana Conservation partnership work collective to serve agricultural, rural and 

urban landowners of Indiana by providing technical, financial and educational assistance 

necessary to protect and improve Indiana's natural resources; and  

Whereas , The Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and our 92 SWCDs 

are promoting the 2010 National Stewardship Week, Conservation Habits = Healthy Habits, to 

all Indiana residents,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I , Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. Governor of the State of Indiana do hereby   

proclaim April 25 - May 2, 2010 as Soil & Water Stewardship Week in the State of Indiana 

and encourage all Hoosiers to become active participants in the stateõs soil and water 

conservation initiative.  

2010 Annual Meeting   

The Decatur County Soil & Water Conservation District held its Annual Meeting on 

March 1, 2010 after being rescheduled due to snow.  Approximately 80 people were in 

attendance.  After a dinner that was catered by Barb Waechter the meeting began with 

the recognition of guests by Pat Grote.  Reuben Kissel gave the annual report followed 

by Jerry Kitchin recognizing the following award winners.  Tom Menkedick ð 

Conservation Farmer of the Year, Justin Weisenbach ð R. Frank Zobel 4H Award, and 

Jim Ortman ð River Friendly Farmers.  The entertainment for the evening was Mike 

Redmond.  The election results were announced as Roger Wenning was reelected to a 3 

year term.  Previously, Brian Cruser was reappointed to a 3 year term.  Door prizes 

donated by local business were given out to round out the evening.  Thank you to 

everyone involved in helping with the Annual Meeting.  

http://www.iaswcd.org/



